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March 28, 2024
Maundy Thursday

Welcome to Grace

We come to worship as God's people held with unending love.

We celebrate communion every Sunday. All baptized persons are
welcomed at Jesus' table. Those not communing are welcome to come and
receive a blessing at the altar.

The ushers will assist with the continuous communion distribution.

Teal Attendance Folders
Members and visitors, please make use of the teal folders located in the seat
backs. Place the completed top sheet in the offering plate with your offering.
You may use an on-line giving card that your electronic giving may be blessed.

Prayer Requests:

Please let us know how we can pray for you by using this QR code.
Using your smart phone, aim your camera to the QR code pictured here and
complete the form.

Once you have submitted a name, it will be included in the bulletin’s prayer list.

Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA
708 Bluff Drive, Round Rock, Texas
Church Office: (512) 2556001 or office@graceline org
www graceline org

Rev. Hephzibah Penumaka, Pastor
pastor@graceline.org



INTRODUCTION

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around
the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember
Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out
the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to
give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ
through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into
the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil — all that keeps us from loving God and each other.
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and

with one another.
All kneel or sit and keep silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
The assembly is seated. People may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands. The minister,
laying both hands on each person's head, addresses each in turn.

“In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins.”
The person may respond Amen.
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GATHERING SONG
Refrain
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Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (WOV 765)
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I Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Necigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col -or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.

neigh-bors  are necar - by and  far a - way.

all  these are neigh-bors o us and  you.

this is  the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, ak.
Music: CHEREPONL Ghanaian folk mnc, Tom Colvin

Text and music © 1969 Hope Publshing Company,
Duplication in any form protsbtvied sithout p

GREETING

Stream, I 60188, All rights reserved, Used by permission.

ion or valid b from copyright adanistrator.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a
new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this com-
mandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the
servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
A reading from Exodus.

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Eqypt by celebrating the
festival of Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood
was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The
early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover,
especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God'’s people from
sin and death.

'"The LoRD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year
for you. *Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month
they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. “If a
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of peo-
ple who eat of it."' This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is
the passover of the Lorp. "?For | will pass through the land of Egypt that
night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am
the LORD. "*The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:
when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you
when | strike the land of Egypt.

"This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as
a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19

I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. (Ps

"I love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
’for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
'?How shall | repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
31 will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
1 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
*Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
'O LoRop, truly | am your servant;
| am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
"I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
'8 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
%in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

. 116:13)



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship
with Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and
the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proc-
lamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

“For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, **and when he had giv-
en thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in re-
membrance of me.” ®In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, say-
ing, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.” ?°For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Turning (Setting 10)

s r =
&i—u—d—i ;- ‘

We are turn - ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ¢i - ful and Kind -

i

—91 Jlgl'filﬁil‘{

T

|

slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not men-
tioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his dis-
ciples and urging them to do the same for one another.

“It was before the Feast of Passover, and Jesus realized that the hour had
come for him to pass from this world to Abba God. He had always loved his
own in this world, but now he showed how perfect this love was. ? The Devil
had aIready convinced Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. So during
supper, Jesus—knowmg that God had put all thlngs |nto his own hands, and
that he had come from God and was returning to God—* rose from the table,
took off his clothes and wrapped a towel around his waist. °> He then poured wa-
ter into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and dry them with the
towel that was around his waist. ® When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter
said, “Rabbi, you're not going to wash my feet, are you?” ” Jesus answered,
“You don'’t realize what | am doing right now, but later you'll understand.” ® Peter
replied, “You’ll never Wash my feet!” Jesus answered, “If | don’t wash you, you
have no part with me.” ° Simon Peter said to Jesus, “Then, Rabbi, not only my
feet, but my hands and my head as welll” '° Jesus said, “Any who have taken a
bath are clean all over and onl1y need to wash their feet—and you’re clean,
though not every one of you.” ' For Jesus knew who was to betray him. That is
why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” ' After washing their feet, Jesus put his
clothes back on and returned to the table. He said to them, “Do you understand
what | have done for you? *® You call me “Teacher,” and “Sovereign”—and
rightly, for so | am. "If I, then—your Teacher and Soverelgn—have washed
your feet, you should wash each other'’s feet. '° | have given you an example,
that you should do as | have done to you. Once Judas left, Jesus said,



“‘Now is the Chosen One glorified

and God is glorified as well. * If God has been glorified,

God will in turn glorify the Chosen One

and will do so very soon. ** My little children,

| won’t be with you much longer.

You'll look for me, but what | said to the Temple authorities, | say to
you: where | am going,

you cannot come. ** | give you a new commandment:

Love one another.

And you’re to love one another

the way | have loved you. *° This is how all will know that you’re my disci-
ples: that you truly love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HANDWASHING
The assembly is seated. The minister introduces the handwashing:

On this night we have heard our Lord's commandment to love one another as
he has loved us. We who receive God's love in Jesus Christ are called to love
one another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our
commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of hands, following
the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death.

The ministers and people may wash each other's hands.



HYMN OF THE DAY

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant (ELW 659)

(repeated as necessary)
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I Will you let me be  your ser - vant, let me be as
2 We are pil -grims on a jour - ney, we are trav - 'lers
31 will hold the Christ - light for you in the night - time
4 1 will weep when you are weep-ing:  when  you laugh I'll
5 Will you let me be  your ser - vant, let me be as
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Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace 1o
on the road; we arc here to help cach oth - er
of your fear; I will hold my hand out to  you,
laugh with  you, I will share your joy and  sor - row
Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile  and bear the load.
spcak the peace you long to  hear,
till  we've seen  this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, oo,

Text: Richard Gallard, b, 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard

Text and music © 1977 Scnpture In Song (vo Inu:ém{ s Hm:nm MusicVASCAP,
AL 36698,

clo Integrity Media, Inc.. 1000 Coady Road, Mobs

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynight administrator
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in Jesus who gave his life for the world, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God who kneels to wash our feet, gather your church around the world during this
holy week. Humble the powerful and lift up any who are marginalized. Renew our
faith and make us bold in service and love to our neighbors. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God who blesses the grain of the soil and the fruit of the vine, inspire in us a rever-
ent care for the earth. Sustain fields, gardens, and wild places, that all people are
fed and every living thing flourishes. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God whose greatest commandment is love, guide all who govern by the principle of
love. Transform unjust human systems that oppress some for the gain of others.
Restore communities as places of justice and concern for those who are vulnerable.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God who was betrayed, comfort people everywhere who have suffered abuse at the
hands of someone they knew and trusted. Heal the bodies, minds, and hearts of
victims of exploitation. Help all in pain or sick to know that you are near especially
Bruce / Gary / Ralph / Harrison / Sam / Russ / Joanne / Pam / Glenda / Austin /

lan / Nik and Ben. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God who sits at the table with us, grant the joy of your presence to people celebrat-
ing first communion today, and to all who share the meal. Strengthen communities
of faith in grace and courage. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For whom else and what else shall we pray for.

God who brings new life out of death, we pray with thanks for the lives of those who
have joined the communion of saints. In our holy meal, connect us to the faithful
who have gone before us, and nourish us as your people living today. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive these prayers, loving God, for the sake of the One who loved us to the
end, Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
Stand
OFFERTORY RESPONSE Take My Life (verse 1 & 4) (ELW 685)
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| Take my life, that | may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord. to  thee;

4 Take my sil = ver and my ;,old not a mite would 1  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days:  let  them flow in  ccase-less praise.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 18361879, alt.
Music: Parsos, William H, Havergal, 1793<1870

Duplication in any form prolibited without permission or valid license from copynght adminisirtor.

OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 1



PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Re-
new our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs
to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heav-
en, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 10)
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P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The Universe declares
your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every
breath.

C: We praise you, O God.

P: Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.

C: We bless you, O God.

P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life: near to
those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.

C: We thank you, O God.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he

took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering this love for us on the
way, at the table, to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith.

C: Christ has died. Christ is rise. Christ will come again.

P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among
your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy
God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.

C: Amen.

14



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Bread for the journey.
A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen



LAMB OF GOD  (Setting 10)

9
B>

v ¢ 7 G g 1o
J & ¢ & A
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2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN A New Commandment (NOV 664) (repeat 2x’s)
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Text: John 13:34-35
Music: NEW COMMANDMENT, anonymous
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COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (ELW 802)
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I Let us ev-ecr walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly dic with Je - sus. Since by death he  con-quered death,
4 Let us al -so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en  from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us  and  to sin  our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness: where he is there s no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath,
that  to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
I E— y e —
« [ F = A R S R
L

On - ward in  his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - 'lers here, our home a - bove,
Thoughto-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav-ior's bid-ding.
all  dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us  in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in  your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; [ shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here | share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you | die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life ¢ - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismumd von Birken, 16261681 tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt,
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G, Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin, Augshurg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohabited without permission or valid license from copynght admimistrator,
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COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament

you strengthen us with the saving power

of your suffering, death, and resurrection.

May this sacrament of your body and blood

so work in us that the fruits of your redemption

will show forth in the way we live,

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The service concludes with the stripping of the altar.

The assembly sits or kneels.

The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, and books are re-
moved from the worship space.

Psalm 22 will be sung by the choir.

The blessing and dismissal are omitted.
All depart in silence.
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