FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Unless a grain of
wheat falls into
the earth and dies,

It rematins just a
single gratn
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March 17, 2024
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Welcome to Grace

We come to worship as God's people held with unending love.

We celebrate communion every Sunday. All baptized persons are
welcomed at Jesus' table. Those not communing are welcome to come and
receive a blessing at the altar.

The ushers will assist with the continuous communion distribution.

Teal Attendance Folders
Members and visitors, please make use of the teal folders located in the seat
backs. Place the completed top sheet in the offering plate with your offering.
You may use an on-line giving card that your electronic giving may be blessed.

Prayer Requests:

Please let us know how we can pray for you by using this QR code.
Using your smart phone, aim your camera to the QR code pictured here and
complete the form.

Once you have submitted a name, it will be included in the bulletin’s prayer list.

Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA
708 Bluff Drive, Round Rock, Texas
Church Office: (512) 2556001 or office@graceline org
www graceline org

Rev. Hephzibah Penumaka, Pastor
pastor@graceline.org



INTRODUCTION

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a
covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees
this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted
up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God'’s heart through
Christ and draws God'’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in wor-
ship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God'’s
love with all the world.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,

who writes the law on our hearts,

who draws all people together through Jesus.
Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.

We hoard resources while our neighbors

are hungry and cold.

We speak in ways that silence others.

We are silent when we should speak up.

We keep score in our hearts.

We let hurts grow into hatred.

For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.

Amen.

Here is a flood of grace:

Out of love for the whole world,

God draws near to us,

breaks every snare of sin,

washes away our wrongs,

and restores the promise of life through + Jesus Christ.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

O God Who Gives Us Life (ACS 1086)
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Music: NOEL, English melody, arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 18421900
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60185, All rights reserved
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

new,
dies.
love.



KYRIE (Setting 10)
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| Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hcar our sol-emn  prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our  sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - par,
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ale in  us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you re-
ceive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that
through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah.

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken
the covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God
will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the
law, because God will write it on their hearts.

*'The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *It will not be like the covenant
that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Eggpt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,
says the LORD. ““But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 51:1-12
Create in me a clean heart, O God. (Ps. 51:10)
'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
“Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
®For | know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
*Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
®Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.
®Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
®Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
%Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
"Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
'?Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.



SECOND READING Hebrews 5:5-10
A reading from Hebrews.

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains
how Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the
source of our eternal salvation.

°Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the
one who said to him,

“You are my Son,

today | have begotten you”;
®as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was
heard because of his reverent subm|SS|on 8Although he was a Son, he learned
obedience through what he suffered; ®and having been made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, "°having been designated by
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Turning (Setting 10)
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GOSPEL READING John 12:20-33
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival.
Here Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his
death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered.

“‘Among those who had come up to worship at the Passover festival were some
Greeks. ' They approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put
forth this request: “Please, we would like to see Jesus.” % Philip went to tell An-
drew, and together the two went to tell Jesus. 2 Jesus replied, “Now the hour
has come for the Chosen One to be glorified. #* The truth of the matter is,

unless a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single
grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. If you love your life you'll lose it; if you
hate your life in this world you'll keep it for eternal life. 2° Anyone who wants to
work for me must follow in my footsteps, and wherever | am, my worker will be
there too. Anyone who works for me will be honored by Abba God. #’ Now my
soul is troubled. What will | say: ‘Abba, save me from this hour?’ But it was for
this very reason that | have come to this hour. 2 Abba, glorify your name!” A
voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” ° The
crowds that stood nearby heard this and said it was a clap of thunder; others
said, “It was an angel speaking.” ** Jesus answered, “It was not for my sake that
this voice came, but for yours. “Sentence is now being passed on this world; now
the ruler of this world will be overthrown. *> And when | am lifted up from this
earth, | will draw all people to myself.” ** By these words Jesus indicated the kind
of death he would die.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Seed That in Earth Is Dying (ELW 330)
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CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give
thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musi-
cians, and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the
rich and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and interna-
tional efforts to protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those
who challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human
rights, social justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing es-
trangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and
comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and
presence in this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are home-
bound, lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill especially Gary / Ralph / Harrison /
Sam / Russ / Joanne / Pa m / Glenda / Austin / lan / Nik & Ben. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For whom else and what else shall we pray for.

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us. Grant us
faith to trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our

hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY RESPONSE Take My Life (verse 1 & 4) (ELW 685)
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4 Takemy sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would 1  with - hold:
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take my mo-ments and my days;  let  them flow in cecase-less praise.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ‘ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.

Text: Frances R, Havergal, 18361879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H, Havergal, 17931870

Duplication in any form protabited without permission or valid license from copynght adminisurator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

15



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Setting 10)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Bread for the journey.
A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

18



LAMB OF GOD  (Setting 10)
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - fter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379)
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Text: John Maclcod C.
Music: NOEL NOU

Crum, 18721958
Freach carol

Text from Oxford Book a/('acin. © Oxtord University Press 1928, All ights reserved,
Dupkcation in any form probitvied without peamession or valid license from copynght administrator,
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COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,
keep, and unite us, now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.

As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,
now make us one loaf to feed the world;

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Heary Snuth

Toxtand music © 1978 Inwgrity's Hosanna' Music (ASCAPL AN Aights rosenvad. Incrmanional © socercd.
Duplication in any form prokibitod withou pormission o salid Ioonse from copyright adminisirator
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CLOSING BLESSING
Beloved,

we are God’s own people,
holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage,

and I give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN  Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing (ELW 545)
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Lord, dis - miss us  with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Thanks we give and ad - o -ra - tion for your gos - pel’'s joy - ful sound.
Sav - ior. when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us cach, your love pos - sess-ing. tri-umph in  re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of your sal - va - ion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of decath ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-"ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful w0 yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-cr, may we cv-er reign with you in end-less day.

Text: atr, John Fawcert, 17401817, sts. 1-2, alt; Godfrey Theng. 18323-1903, s1. 3, k.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS. Sicilian, 18th cent.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.
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