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SING TO GOD A NEW SONG!

Please read Psalm 149, the psalm for All Saints
Sunday, November 6. 2022.
The end of the world need not be a scary thing.
Of course it is. Whether it be the end of this age, the
end of our lives ; the end of life the way we have always known it (or thought we knew it); the end of a
period of time; or just the disappointment of not experiencing life the way we had hoped…the end of things
is scary. It means an unknown. And even when the
unknown thing is a good and desired thing, it’s still
the unknown.
There’s also the end of the world for those who oppress, hurt, maim, destroy. Whether they are mythic
or real, the end of the enemy—that is, sin, death, and
evil is coming. But for those of us who trust in God—
even when we ourselves have been part of the oppression, those who benefit from oppression and hurt—
there is hope in the end that is coming.
The end of the world as we know it is every new day.
Every day, Luther says, we wake up new to the world.
That isn’t just a nice platitude. It’s the scary and awesome work of God. Paul writes that if anyone is in
Christ they are a new creation. Behold! Everything is
made new. (2 Corinthians 5:17). The old has gone and
the new has come. This is a good thing. For God
knows the plans God has for you: “To prosper and not
to harm,” says the LORD (Jeremiah 29:11).
Psalm 149 proclaims the God who can make something out of nothing. God who speaks into the world,
“Light” and there is light. The Singer and the Song
who sings into being God’s holy ones. God who made
and claims you as his saints has declared this world
and the people in it good. And God will accomplish it.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Jen

FAITH VENTURES EVENT
SUMMARY
On Sunday, September 25th, Grace took part in Faith
Ventures, a worship event that called on the congregation to reflect on where we are and where God is leading us as we go through this time of transition. Using
the story of Noah in Genesis 8, we imagined ourselves
as being “on the ark” trying to see what happens next
for our congregation. We talked about the signs of life
and struggle we see daily, as well as areas where we
may need to change or grow. After compiling several
pages of notes from the conversations, here are some
of the takeaways that the Transition Team took from
the process.
•

Ministry at Grace is alive despite the challenges we face. Despite our small numbers, the
members of this congregation continue to step up
and move the congregation forward. We remain
debt-free, and we continue to be involved with service in the community.

•

There is a lot of concern about the size of our
congregation. Our membership has declined,
which puts a lot of strain on our leaders, leading
some to feel burned out. Several long-time members no longer attend worship, and we have very few
youth actively involved in the congregation. We
haven’t been successful in bringing in many new
members.

•

Fellowship and community service are what
we value most. One of the most common themes
we saw in responses mentioned spending time together in fellowship and time together in service.
Coming off of many years of Covid restrictions,
there is a hunger for connection and community.

•

We need help with evangelism. There were
several responses that said we need to do a better job of reaching out to find new members.
Some mentioned tools like social media, others
talked about doing more community events, and
still others talked about doing a better job of inviting friends and neighbors, but it’s clear that
we are looking for some guidance in this area.

•

Members realize that it may be time to
reimagine Grace. Several members mentioned that we should be willing to rethink our
old ways of doing things, especially in worship
and evangelism. The congregation does not
want us to scrap everything and start from
scratch, but they realize that what we’re doing
right now isn’t working the way we want it to.

The information from Faith Ventures is extremely
valuable as the Transition Team looks ahead to
forming a call committee and starting the call process. Knowing what the congregation values helps
us narrow the skills and gifts we are looking for in
a pastor. Thank you for being a part of the process,
your input was incredibly important.
I’ve attached a pdf that compiled all of the notes
and responses we received for each discussion
question so you can read through them for yourself. If you have any questions about the Faith
Ventures results, or if you have anything that you
would like to add, please feel free to talk to any of
the members of the Transition Team.
On Behalf of the Transition Team,
Adam Reemts

ARE YOU A SHEEP OR A GOAT?

Then He will say to those on his left, . . .I needed clothes, and
you did not clothe me. . . Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes and did not help
you? . . . Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of
the least of these, you did not do for me.
(Matthew 25:41-45)

Grace will be hosting a men’s clothing drive on
Saturday, November 5, 2022,
from 9am to 2pm at 708 Bluff Dr., Round Rock,
TX benefitting Plaza de Paz Respite Center in San Antonio. Google Map: https://goo.gl/maps/bq7949Kjp5Gg2fhs8
Plaza de Paz Respite Center in San Antonio, Texas,
ministers to asylum seekers (with families) on their
journey for a better life. The center is currently
in need of men’s clothing.
This will be a drive-thru event, no need to leave your
car. Volunteers are needed to help direct traffic, unfold
boxes, pack boxes, and shuttle donations to staging
area.
Men, please donate any of your old clothes (no need to
purchase anything new) to give hope to those who need
it most. Here is a partial list of items needed:
• Men’s pants (lounge pants or joggers) S, M
• Men’s blue jeans 30-32
• Men’s pullover/hoodies S, M
• Men’s shoes 8.5,9, 9.5 *(Other sizes are welcome)
Thanks for your generosity.
For more information about Plaza de Paz,
https://www.dwtx.org/blog/imm-march2022-update

Prayer list changes-Names will remain on the list for
up to 4 weeks unless office@graceline.org is contacted
with an update for the list.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Family & friends of Joyce Remmert at
her passing. We pray for comfort and for the
sure and certain hope of the resurrection for
her family.
Walter Moldenhauer (Sheila
Moldenhauer’s brother-in-law) is greatly
improved. He was diagnosed with sepsis but
the infection is now gone. Kidneys are
functioning normally and he is able to eat,
take steps and is being moved to rehab in
Fredericksburg. He will be close to family and
all his friends. Prayers of thanksgiving and
prayers for his patience as he regains his
strength.
Regina Webb Prayers of thanksgiving
because Regina is going home! She is feeling
better and id anxious to get home for more
consistent care. May she continue to feel the
presence of Our Lord by her side. May He give
her peace of mind and the strength to face the
challenges that lie ahead.
Don Sherman is in rehab to work on
walking. Requesting prayers for strength.
Adam Pfaff prayers of thanksgiving for a
successful surgery in September. We ask for
Adam’s continued healing to be easy with no
complications. May you grant him the grace
to handle any future obstacles on his path to
health.

Prayer list changes-Names will remain on the list for
up to 4 weeks unless office@graceline.org is contacted
with an update for the list.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Ted, son-in-law of former member Vi Alvheim who
now lives in Minnesota has been diagnosed with
Guillain-Barré syndrome, has been hospital for 2
months with little improvement. We pray for all
symptoms of pain and weakness to cease and for the
Lord to heal him and restore him to health.
For those who are exposed to COVID at schools
and workplaces, that everything is done to protect
them and care for those who become sick. That health
care workers be protected and relieved of the
burden of this virus. We cry to the Lord!
Families of those who have died of COVID19
throughout the world. Hear the cries of those who
mourn and bring peace from heaven.

Dear Grace Family,
Thank you so much for all the love and support that
you've given our family, especially Dad, over the past
few months during mom's (Joyce) decline and especially at the time of her passing. Even though it will take
time for our hearts to heal after her loss, we are comforted in knowing that she is wrapped in the arms of
her Lord and has been made new again.
Joyce Remmert Family

Birthdays
1

Caroline Dahl Sjolander
11 Bridget Thien
20 Eddie Fahrenkrug
27Isabelle Jean Hansen
28Colin Braxton Crippen

Anniversaries
10 Christina & Tim Meadows (2001)

SUNDAYS
FELLOWSHIP & COFFEE-TEC @ 9:45a
WORSHIP @ 10:30 a
Nov 6
2023 BUDGET PROPOSAL PRESENTATION
During Sunday School.
GUEST SUPPLY Pastor Bridget Thien
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS
Nov 13
INTERGEN SUNDAY SCHOOL 9-9:45a
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - immediately after worship service
YOUTH DRAMA during worship - Nov 27

MONDAYS
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY –Zoom @ 6:45p
LUNCH BUNCH-Nov 14 @ 11:30a
Cover 3, 2800 N I-35, Suite 200 Round Rock

TUESDAYS
TRANSITION TEAM MEETING
WGH Blue room-Nov 15 @ 6:30p
HOLIDAY CLOSURES
OFFICE CLOSED Thanksgiving -Nov 24
OFFICE CLOSED Veterans Day -Nov 11
SATURDAY
GRACE CLOTHING DRIVE –Nov 5 @9a-2p

Advent is the “waiting for Jesus” time. It is just around the
corner.
• Our Advent light suppers will begin on December 7th at
6p.m.
• Advent services will be on December 7th, 14th, and 21st at 7
in the evening.
It is a time of preparation for the birth of our Savior.
We need to get ready!
• Hanging of the greens will happen on December 3rd (at
6:30).
Our tree could use some “sprucing” up.
So we have a plan.
• The goal is to have each family construct a new Chrismon
to adorn our tree.
 What’s a “Chrismon”, you say?
 Chrismons are symbols of Christ. They are made of white
and decorated with gold, silver, and/or white.
 Christ is represented by the vine, the wine, the bread, the
cross, the light, the star, the way, the fish and so many other
symbols.
• On November 19th, at 6:30, we will gather in the TEC
to assemble baggies of materials, supplies and instructions
for individual Chrismons.
 Every family is encouraged to pick up one or more
baggies to complete by December 3rd….or actually,
anytime before Epiphany, and hang it on our tree.
 Some will cut and sew and design. Some will use beads
and stones. Some will use copious amounts of glue and
glitter.
Whether you are age 90, or age 2, yours will be perfect,
because it is your gift to our Grace Christmas tree.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

December 3rd, at 6:30, cookie exchange.
Bring a couple of dozen of your favorite
Christmas cookies, and take a dozen of your
friends’ cookies to your house. Extras will be
used for Fellowship time, or caroling.
Hanging of the Greens will happen this evening, too. Worship and Music and the Council thank you.
December 11th, 5:30 to 7, we will carol to shut ins nearby.
Adam has graciously agreed to be our “choir leader”.
Seems like a lot, at a busy time of year, doesn’t it? Maybe, it
will help us remember whose birthday it is.

SIGNUP SHEETS
POSTED

Please be sure to signup to serve
on the bulletin board. There are
positions in November and
December available.

