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THE GOOD NEWS  
Please read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21. 
 
 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might  become the righteousness of God.  
(v. 21) 
 
The good news is this: Jesus became sin.  God took all that 
was false, doomed, and old and put it to death in order to 
proclaim what is free, true, and in operation now. Now is the 
acceptable time! Now is the day of salvation! On the cross 
God puts forward something new and reveals what God is 
doing in the world: Sinners are not the sin. Rather, Christ is. 
 
When Christ took on sin, he put even sinning (or not sin-
ning) out of our grasp. We can neither condemn nor save 
ourselves. And God puts death to death by the death of 
Christ. 
 
Now even death is pulled out of our hands. Now we are freed 
up to love God and love neighbor.  We are freed to share the 
abundant grace of God, sent into the world with good  
news of Godôs reconciling work. Sin and death have lost their 
teeth. In the midst of things falling apart, God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself. In the middle of death and 
every affliction, we are given new life to share.   
         
Pastor Jen 
 
 
 

JOIN US TO CONSIDER HOW 
WE MIGHT SHARE GODôS 
GRACE. 
 
Sunday School for Adults  
Whatôs Next?: Our gifts, Godôs Grace 
in person at Grace Lutheran Church and online via Zoom 
led by Pastor Jen 
March 27, 2022 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Join Transitional Ministry Pastor Jen as we begin to consid-
er where the Holy Spirit may be leading Grace as we consid-
er the gifts God has given us.  



GRACE AT THE 
CROSSROADS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the things that I love most about Grace is our 
DNA of giving. We have always been very generous with 
our finances and time for both internal needs and exter-
nal causes. What a wonderful way to show the love of 
Christ to the world! 
 
Unfortunately, the pandemic has turned our world up-
side down affecting both our daily lives and the life of 
our church. Even though we have been blessed with 
members who enabled meaningful virtual worship ser-
vices, attendance has been greatly impacted. Also, we are 
truly thankful and blessed for all of the members who 
have continued to give so generously, but overall giving 
has been reduced. 
 
Finances 
Our expenses have-- for the time being --decreased due 
to reduced utilities and, more recently, due to the retire-
ment of Pastor Cindy. So we were fortunately able to 
meet our current obligations. However, we recently had 
to pull $24,000 from our reserves to pay for new HVAC 
in the TEC, our insurance deductible for roofing and sid-
ing storm damage repair, and electrical upgrades to get 
the sanctuary up to the current codes. This leaves us vul-
nerable if any other unexpected expenses arise. 
 
Time 
It is not surprising that members have shied away from 
making time commitments that would take them away 
from the safety of their homes during the pandemic. We 
NOW need people to step up, taking on both leadership 
and worker roles at Grace. If you have not served in a 
while or are ready for a new challenge...WE NEED YOU! 
 
The Crossroads 
Trusting in God and led by the Spirit, we are now em-
barking on the next chapter of the Story of Grace  
Lutheran Church. 
 

Contôd next page 



Over the next months, we will be plotting our future, 
discerning our needs, and hiring a new Pastor. We need 
to position ourselves NOW to be attractive to a new 
Pastor in the future. Among other things, we need to 
get back on track with our attendance and giving. Just 
as important, we need to demonstrate that our mem-
bers are excited enough about being part of this com-
munity of believers that we will step forward to be lead-
ers and workers! 
 
There are many current roles that need to be 
filledé Please prayerfully consider what parts 
you will play in writing this next chapteré 
and let it be known to any council member! 
 
Bill Pfaff, 
President of Grace Lutheran Church 
 
 
 

Join us for Lunch Bunch at Hurricane Grill & Wings 

Monday, April 18 @ 11:30a 

2701 Parker Dr, Suite D 100 

Round Rock, TX 78681 
  



MEALS ON WHEELS 
Daily deliveries for Meals on Wheels will resume out of 
Wernecke Grace House on April 4, 2020! Six churches take 
turns serving as Meal Managers. Graceôs turn will be the 
week of April 18. Meal Managers distribute the meals to 
drivers of the various routes. If a driver doesnôt show up for 
some reason, Meal Managers may be asked to deliver the 
meals. Meals are prepared in Austin at Meals on Wheels 
Central Texas. Meals are delivered Monday-Friday.  

They are in need of volunteer drivers for routes.  If 
you are interested, you can go to  

Mealsonwheelscentraltexas.org for an application and 
information. Or you may contact Sheila Moldenhauer at 
512-417-8961.  

 

http://Mealsonwheelscentraltexas.org


Grace 365ï  

A Program For The Future 
What is Grace 365? 
Since 2014, Central Texas Table of Grace has operated a 

temporary shelter for displaced foster children 

between the ages of 6-17. We have seen Erst-hand the 

heartbreaking outcome for many of these kids 

when they turn 18. Statistics show much higher instances of 

early pregnancy, homelessness, addiction, 

incarceration and unemployment are for kids who age out 

of foster care. 

 

¶ Each year, more than 23,000 children age out of the sys-

tem, with 20% of them becoming instantly homeless 

¶ Less than 2% go to college (despite Texas foster kids re-

ceiving free college) and many of them age out without a 

high school diploma 

¶ Only half of foster kids who age out of the system will 

have gainful employment by the age of 24  

¶ It is VERY rare that a foster kid ages out with a car in 

their possession, or a driverôs license for that matter. 

 

This is the inspiration for our Grace365 Supervised Inde-
pendent Living program for kids 18-21 who have aged out 
of foster care. Phase 1, which is already in-progress, in-
volves leasing an apartment and connecting the youth with 
a home, existing services, mentoring and guidance. Phase 2, 
is the long-term goal, which is also already in-progress, and 
involved newly acquired land in Round Rock. We are inpro-
cess of converting the existing building into a community 
center where we will provide meals a few times a week, life 
skills classes, host volunteers, employee / volunteer train-
ing, host events for foster youth, and storage. Our plan is to 
continue to grow the property with apartments for foster 
youth, a new shelter for the foster kids, and more. We are 
already forging partnerships for this long-term vision. As 
we work on this sustainable vision, we continue to help 
young adults aging out of foster care have productive, 
healthy, and happy lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church will be sponsoring a collection 
of items needed for Grace365 during the Easter season that 
will begin the week after Easter Sunday. More details about 
specific items will be included closer to that date.  
 
Thank you.  
The Stewardship Committee 
https://centraltexastableofgrace.org/grace365/ 

https://centraltexastableofgrace.org/grace365/


Dear friends, 

 

Normally I wouldnôt write to you again so soon, but I just found out 

about a very special opportunity. Thanks to a generous donor, every 

gift to Lutheran Disaster Responseôs Eastern Europe Crisis Response 

will be matched dollar for dollar, up to $50,000, to support people 

impacted by the war in Ukraine.  

 

As we see our companion churches working with refugees and inter-

nally displaced people in Ukraine, I am incredibly humbled by your 

outpouring of generosity to make this ministry possible. Because of 

you, our partners can accompany our siblings in Christ during their 

hour of greatest need. 

 

LDR is already at work in Eastern Europe, but a wider response is 

needed. Can we count on you to make that possible? Your gift will be 

used in full (100%) to accompany people impacted by the humanitari-

an crisis. And if you act now, your gift will go twice as far. 

 

We will keep you updated in the coming months about the ELCAôs im-

mediate and long-term response in the region through LDR. The first 

opportunity to learn more from our leaders is tomorrow, March 16, at 

1 p.m. CT on the ELCA Facebook page. I will be talking live with 

the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla, executive director for Service and 

Justice, and the Rev. Rachel Eskesen, area desk director for Europe. 

We will be discussing the situation in Eastern Europe, and Rafael and 

Rachel will share more about the ELCAôs response. If you cannot 

make the live event, donôt worry. A recording will be available after-

ward. You do not need to have a Facebook account to attend the live 

event or to watch the recording later.  

 

Thank you for your faithful partnership in being church, together.  

In Christôs service, 

 

 
 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Fund  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

P.S. Even if you have already given in response to one of our 

appeals to support those affected by the crisis in Eastern 

Europe, an additional donation today will be MATCHED, 

dollar for dollar, until we reach $50,000!  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fLutherans&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=298650&srctid=1&erid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609&trid=28ec4b2c-2db6-4204-a1fa-6f46f8fd7609


 
 

Prayer list changes-Names will remain on the list for 
up to 4 weeks unless office@graceline.org is contacted 
with an update for the list. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Fahrenkrug & Davis Family at the death of John 
Wesley Davis IV, Wes (Kellyôs brother). Prayers for 
his family, especially his mom & dad and all who 
knew & loved Wes. Kelly said this is a great shock for 
his parents & they are struggling. May they know the 
peace & love of our heavenly father as they grieve 
this loss. 
 
Darlene Richards Prayers for Darlene to feel 
Godôs love & amazing comfort & peace. May Your 
grace, help her to believe that what happens to her 
here is of little account if You hold her in eternal life. 
May God hold Jim & Julie and their families and 
give them strength and peace. 
 
Joyce Remmert fell and broke her right femur and 
had surgery. She is currently hospitalized 
recovering. No visitors please. Pray for healing and 
peace for Joyce & an easy process with the doctors 
and rehab. Pray for peace and strength for Ralph, 
Vicki and Randy and that they are able to rest. Guide 
them in any decisions they need to make.   
 
Terry Cox (friend of the Thomas family) cancer has 
metastasized to his spine & liver. Doctors say 
surgery is not an option, so they will attempt to 
shrink the cancer with chemo. Eternal one, we are 
calling out to you to heal and rescue Terry from this 
terrible sickness that has taken hold of his body. 
Comfort Terry in the knowledge that you are by his 
side every step of the way, securing his faith that You 
are in control of everything. 
 
Adam Pfaff still experiencing symptoms of fatigue, 
migraines & insomnia. Blood work is normal & heart 
tests were good. More testing & specialists have been 
scheduled. Pray that the Drôs will find the cause of 
the issues and formulate an effective treatment for 
Adam. Pray that the fatigue & migraines will subside 
so Adam can function. 

mailto:office@graceline.org
mailto:kariw@graceline.org


PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
Gary Hook is back home & recovering from 
pneumonia. Praise the Lord Gary continues to 
improve & be able to walk around. May the heavenly 
father continue to display his glory of healing and 
making Gary whole. Thank you, Father, in advance 
for reaching down and surrounding Gary with Your 
peace and strength and giving him the faith to 
believe that all things are possible for you.  

 
Don and Bonnie Sherman. Don is at Encompass 
and is not doing well. Prayers for strength for Bonnie 
and courage for Don in these difficult days. 
 
Kathy Scwegmann (Cheryl Rogerôs Aunt) 
Undergoing chemo treatments. Please continue to 
pray that God will give the order to heal and rescue 
Kathy from this disease. Please reach down and give 
her strength and encourage her in her faith as she 
undergoes treatment.  
 
For those who are exposed to COVID at 
schools and workplaces, that everything is done 
to protect them and care for those who become sick. 
That health care workers be protected and 
relieved of the burden of this virus. We cry to 
the Lord! 
 
Families of the more than 6.09M who have 
died of COVID19 throughout the world. Hear the 
cries of those who mourn and bring peace from 
heaven.   

 

GRACE PRAYER CHAIN 

Grace has a prayer chain that  

operates through email.  Any 

needs or joys can be shared 

with the Prayer Chain, and 

members will pray for them. 

Please contact Kari in the 

office at 512-255-6001 with 

your prayer requests. Or you 

may email your requests to 

prayerchain@graceline.org. 

 

If you would like to join the Prayer Chain, please 

contact Kari in the office at 512-255-6001, and she 

will place your email on the Chain.  

 

Peace, Grace Church Council 

  

 

mailto:prayerchain@graceline.org

