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Integrity/honor involves consistency between words and actions. When 

we follow through with the commitments that we have made, it shows 

integrity. When we say one thing and do another, it creates conflict. We 

generally do not like to live with the contradiction, so we become ex-

perts in spin control. Initially we may cringe at what we have said or 

done, but we go on to tell ourselves and others that it really was okay. It 

might have appeared to be a contradiction, but with a few tweaks to the 

storyline, we can show that we were right all along. 

 

In worship this month the series on 1 John provides language that has 

often been used in liturgy. It speaks of the contradiction between saying 

that we have fellowship with God, and yet live in ways that contradict 

that relationship. The text declares, ñGod is light and in him there is no 

darkness at all.ò It names the tendency for kidding ourselves about our-

selves in these words of confession, ñIf we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.ò The writer says that ac-

knowledging the problem is the first step toward moving beyond it. 

Things become more specific in later chapters, which speak of the con-

tradiction between saying we love God, while conveying a lack of love 

by what we say and do. 

 

Forgiveness is the mending of relationships. The basic idea is release. It 

is the point at which one can be honest 

about the damage that has been done, 

while saying that what has happened 

does not determine the future. What a 

glorious promise is given in 1 John, 

ñGod who is faithful and just will for-

give us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.ò Forgiveness is 

the moment when a future that has been blocked by something that has 

damaged relationship is opened up by the word that offers release for 

new relationship. 

 

Come and see, 

Pastor Cindy Wolf 

Godõs Light Reveals & Cleanses 
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Story Time at the Little Free Library 
Nurture & Fellowship & Stewardship Committees presented Story Times for 
the 4 Tuesdays in June.   Thank you to Ann Schwarz, Mary Ellen Campbell, Pat Alex & 
Shirley Bowman for reading books to the children and to Shirley Shay, Sue Baker & Jan Czen-
kusch for assisting with photography, refreshments and the crafts. The first Tuesday the chil-
dren decorated Book Bags.  The second Tuesday children were greeted by monkeys hanging in 
the tree and participated during the reading of Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed .  The 
third Tuesday Sue Baker led the children in making Sand Treasure hunt bottles.   The last 
Tuesday children dressed as their favorite character and enjoyed a parade!  Thank you Kari for 
printing our signs & to Perry & Vicki Wall & Jim Elsass for posting the signs. (which is not an 
easy task with our hard ground!) 




















